Press Conference at Rutgers University – Newark:

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy Signs Bill S-699 into Law,

Making State Financial Aid Available to Undocumented Students

Remarks by Chancellor Nancy Cantor


I am thrilled today to welcome everyone to Rutgers University – Newark—Governor Murphy, Senator Ruiz and Assemblyman Schaer and other key sponsors of this legislation, members of the Essex delegation, community partners and advocacy leaders, the amazing lawyers from our Rutgers immigration rights project and clinics, and most of all, welcome to our Dreamers! 
We welcome you not only as a university with one of the most diverse student bodies in the nation, but as a university that stands with more than 355 others nationally (including all of Rutgers), spanning 38 states, Washington, D.C., and Puerto Rico, in the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration, for which I have the honor to serve as co-chair of the steering committee. The breadth of support for Dreamers among the Alliance membership—expressed in opinion pieces, in Amicus briefs, in visits to Congress—is matched only by the majority of Americans who also want to assure that Dreamers can continue to pursue their education, jobs, military service, and continue to help their families and communities prosper.  
And having watched closely the strivings of our 217 Dreamers at Rutgers-Newark (and over 400 across Rutgers), including Esder Chong, whom you will hear from soon and who leads our RU Dreamers Club, I can vouch for their excellence in the classroom and the strength of their commitments in our community.  I know full well that the educational support that New Jersey has already given them through their high school education, through the NJ Dream Act for in-state college tuition status, and now the support for in-state financial aid that this legislation promises, will be rewarded throughout our Garden State in the years to come as the seeds of their education pay dividends forward. Indeed, this bill brings the state to a new level of crucial leadership as New Jersey becomes part of a small band of vanguard states who have made state financial aid available to Dreamers:  California, Washington, Texas, Minnesota, New Mexico, Oregon, Connecticut, and Washington, D.C.
Governor Murphy is signing this bill at such a propitious moment in Newark. It comes at a time of forthright leadership in our city and our county, when our Mayor Ras J. Baraka and the Essex delegation, hold all of us accountable for the 

dreams of generations of residents of Newark and Essex County ready to walk the path of educational and economic opportunity they have earned!  This is also a time when we at Rutgers-Newark are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the University’s MSP program in our law school, a program that has provided thousands of black, brown and low-income white students the opportunity to become lawyers and in so doing forever change the New Jersey bar.    
Now, again, we look to changing the map of opportunity at Rutgers-Newark and throughout higher education in New Jersey. These Dreamers, our NJ Dreamers, represent the diversity bonus that will define the prosperity of our knowledge economy in the decades ahead, just as it has always given life and strength to our communities over centuries and embodied our country’s founding democratic principle of E pluribus Unum—out of many, one.  Thank you to our leaders, thank you to our Dreamers, for taking us yet one big step closer—at least in New Jersey—to enacting that inclusive vision.  

