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THE ONCE AND FUTURE
NEWARK – A MESSAGE
OF HOPE
By Kathleen Brunet Eagan

It’s a city rich in history, hidden treasures
and a future that is unfolding, yet few
really know or appreciate all Newark 
has to offer.

One clear exception is Clement A. Price. Board of
Governors Distinguished Service Professor and
Newark historian, Price has been providing tours of
the historical and cultural gems of New Jersey’s largest
city for over 20 years. Now with one of his tours
...continued on page 4
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By Kathleen Brunet Eagan

Rutgers in Newark just keeps on growing.
From its humble roots where classes once
were held in a converted beer brewery, a
former razor blade factory, old stables and
brownstone residences, R-N today is a
cohesive campus of first-rate facilities and
continual activity.

Building on R-N’s strength as a major research
university is the new state-of-the-art Life Sciences
Center. And this fall, the population of Newark
jumped by nearly 600 with the opening of
University Square – the first new residential
housing in 16 years.

The six-floor Life Sciences Center greatly expands R-N’s
scientific research and teaching facilities, adding about 67,000
square feet to the campus’s infrastructure. Housed within the
curved glass building are innovative open-format research and
teaching laboratories to support the campus’s research and
academic programs in the life sciences. Moving away from the
closed, narrow labs of the past, the open-format labs are
designed to foster collaboration among researchers and the
students who work with them.

Biology classes currently are being taught in the new facility,
and chemistry courses will be offered there in the spring. Two
of the floors are being held as unfinished shelled floors to
allow for the future growth of the sciences at R-N.

...continued on page 2

I

University Square and the Life Sciences Center have reinvigorated the 
Rutgers-Newark campus.
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The Once and Future Newark production crew gets
ready to film another segment with Professor
Clement A. Price.
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A New Era
for Rutgers in Newark
A New Era
for Rutgers in Newark

Mark Your CalendarR



Built to support cutting-edge research, the new
six-floor Life Sciences Center is where you will
find two Rutgers-Newark professors who are
deciphering the dynamics of some of the
smallest life forms. 

Charalampos (Babis) Kalodimos,
assistant professor of chemistry, is
elucidating how proteins locate and
connect with specific DNA sequences 

in human cells, allowing the genes to express
themselves as traits or behaviors. Using biochemical
and biophysical techniques as well as nuclear
magnetic resonance imaging, a procedure where
radio waves and a powerful magnet create detailed
images of the inside of living organisms, Kalodimos
has discovered that proteins first will bind weakly
with any nearby DNA strand. They then will slide
along the DNA helix structure to locate the correct
DNA complex and form a sequence. Understanding
how proteins and DNA find each other offers
researchers valuable information on how the 
transfer of genetic information can be modulated 
at the gene level.

And Nihal Altan-Bonnet, assistant professor of
cell biology, is researching the Ras superfamily of
GTPases, which are small proteins that play key 
roles in cell growth, differentiation, movement and
transport. These proteins can bind to specific sites 
on the cell membrane and recruit molecules to these
sites, possibly remodeling cell membranes into new
structures with specialized functions. For example,
some GTPases are involved in viral replication in
diseases affecting animals and humans (encephalitis,
hepatitis A, the common cold). Knowing how
GTPases remodel cellular membranes and regulate
molecular activity, explains Altan-Bonnet, could
provide insight into ways to combat such diseases.

UNCOVERING THE
SECRETS OF THE
SMALLEST LIFE FORMS 
By Ann Calandro

C

A student works on a research project in the new 
Life Sciences Center.

Built in response to the growing demand for more on-
campus housing, University Square is the latest addition
to creating a dynamic 24/7 atmosphere at R-N. Included
among the building’s features are retail spaces on the first
floor, student lounges and a multipurpose room with

theater-style seating, along with spectacular views of the
Newark and New York City skylines. The facility, at the
corner of University and Central avenues, also features a
red-brick facade and plenty of windows to blend in with
the historical aspects of its neighborhood.

The new residence hall brings the number of students
living on campus to about 1,200. The university also
plans to convert its former law school building at 15
Washington Street into graduate student apartments to
house another 200 to 300 students.
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A New Era… from page 1

The Newark programs of Rutgers Business School-
Newark and New Brunswick (RBS) soon will have a
new home at 1 Washington Park. RBS will occupy
11 stories of the red-brick tower, substantially
increasing classroom, lecture hall and office space,
along with the visibility of the business school.

“Moving our business school to this strategic location 
in downtown Newark will contribute significantly to
strengthening our business programs and increasing 
the visibility and reputation of the school, and at the
same time also will contribute to the development of
downtown Newark,” noted Provost Steven Diner. The
new location for the school is ideal, Diner said, given 

its proximity to the headquarters of a number of major
corporations, the Broad Street Station and New Jersey
Transit’s new light rail system.

The building is located one block from 15 Washington
Street, the former home of Rutgers School of Law-
Newark, which the campus plans to convert to graduate
student housing. Expansion of the R-N campus north
was identified in the university’s master plan adopted in
2003. By freeing up the current space used by RBS, the
campus also will be able to expand space for other
current and future uses, including its plans for increased
enrollment.

RBS-NEWARK TO RELOCATE TO 
1 WASHINGTON PARK By Helen Paxton

Rutgers Business School‘s move to 1 Washington Park will be a catalyst for dynamic change in Newark‘s North 
Broad Street business district.

The first new school established at Rutgers in
Newark in more than 20 years opened its doors
this semester. Under the leadership of Dean Marc
Holzer, Rutgers Board of Governors Professor of
Public Administration, and longtime chair of the
Graduate Department of Public Administration,
the School of Public Affairs and Administration
offers master’s and doctoral programs in public
administration, an executive MPA and
professional certificates in such areas as nonprofit
management and urban educational
administration.

During Holzer’s tenure as department chair, R-N’s
programs in public administration gained national 

and international distinction. In the most recent
rankings by U.S. News & World Report of graduate
programs in public affairs, R-N’s program was ranked
26th in the nation, and 11th in public management.

“Public administration has long been a strength of the
Newark campus,” commented Rutgers President Richard
McCormick. “We look forward to its growth here as the
renowned department expands its operations as an
independent school.”

Currently, the school has 300 students. Its student
population is expected to reach at least 500 students
over the next few years.

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND
ADMINISTRATION LAUNCHED THIS FALL
By Carla Capizzi

Rendering by Ehrenkrantz Eckstut & Kuhn Architects

Photo: Theo Anderson



R-N Tops in Diversity — 
10 Years Running
If you want to know what the face of the future will
look like, just take a look at Rutgers in Newark. For 
the 10th consecutive year, U.S. News & World Report
has ranked R-N the most diverse national university in
the nation – a status it has held since U.S. News began
evaluating diversity in 1997.

“The extraordinary diversity of this campus has long
attracted students and faculty who want to study and
teach in our dynamic environment,” noted Provost
Steven Diner. “In educating students together from so
many different national, ethnic, racial and religious
backgrounds, we fulfill the highest ideals of our nation
and make a powerful statement about how education
and the advancement of knowledge should be pursued
in an increasingly global world.”

For students who study at R-N, the campus’s diversity
also means they are better prepared to interact with
people from a wide array of cultures. “The Rutgers-
Newark campus, indeed, is a microcosm of the global
economy that enables us to interact with students from
different countries and learn about their culture and
traditions,” said Amit Rijhsinghani, NCAS ’03. “This
has helped me tremendously in my job at Merrill
Lynch. I am repeatedly called in to manage projects
that are more global, as well as contribute to building
my company's multicultural business.”

Avian Visitors Arrive 
on the R-N Campus

True, the phrase “urban university” conjures
up images of traffic, scurrying pedestrians

and concrete. But at certain times of the
year, birdsongs replace car horns as

flocks of avian visitors become part of
the Rutgers-Newark landscape.

During the fall migration, birds
traveling south for the winter fill the
campus and its trees. With so many
birds passing through, Claus
Holzapfel, assistant professor in the
Department of Biological Sciences,

likes to take advantage of the
opportunity by leading bird walks in

October. Over the past two years, the
groups have identified almost 90 species.

So why do so many birds visit the R-N
campus? Holzapfel explains that many birds

orient themselves during migration along the
Atlantic coastline, and, therefore, pass through New
Jersey twice a year. The R-N campus’s proximity to the
coast and its forest-like atmosphere, specifically on the
Plaza, make it an especially inviting environment
where birds can find some shelter.

If you missed this
fall’s bird walks, be
sure to take part
in the walks
Holzapfel will be
offering again in May
when the birds return.

Helping Students Develop 
the Write Stuff
Since 1998, Rutgers collegians in Newark have had a
not-so-secret weapon in their battle to succeed
academically and in the world beyond the campus: the
Writing Center. More than 13,000 undergraduate and
graduate students, from all academic disciplines, have
either worked one-on-one with tutors or attended
workshops, all with one goal: to improve their
communication skills.

“Writing isn’t just for English majors; it’s a skill
everyone needs, in every discipline,” explains Writing
Center Director Patricia Bender, noting that every
major requires students to write papers and reports.
Writing well goes beyond grammar, says Bender; tutors
help students learn how to analyze and organize their
research findings, and “talk out” the best ways to
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present their ideas on paper. In the process, adds Bender,
students also improve their oral communications skills.

The need to write effectively and persuasively doesn’t end
with graduation either. Bender cites a frequent complaint
within the corporate world: many employees have a great
grasp of their field of expertise but cannot communicate
well with colleagues, producing confusing reports, memos
and even poorly written email.

There’s also another, more important reason to
communicate well, says Bender. “Writing is power,
especially in a democracy. Democracy and literacy can’t be
separated.”

RBS Earns High Grades 
from Recruiters and 
Wall Street Journal
The word is out – recruiters find Rutgers Business School-
Newark and New Brunswick (RBS) one of the best sources
for top MBAs. Earning high marks from recruiters, RBS
now has been included in The Wall Street Journal’s MBA
survey. According to Jack Kirnan, RBS senior director of
MBA programs, The Wall Street Journal survey is
particularly significant since it is based solely on the
opinions and experience of employment recruiters.

With a ranking of 39, RBS was one of only eight new
schools this year to make it into the “Regional Ranking.”
It also was the only AACSB (Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business) accredited institution in
New Jersey to place in the survey.

Also this year – for the fifth consecutive year – RBS has
placed among the top 80 business schools out of more 
than 400 schools covered in the U.S. News & World Report’s 
“Best Business Schools Survey.” As with The Wall Street
Journal survey, RBS was the only MBA program offered
within New Jersey included in the U.S. News listing of
top business schools.

IN MEMORIAM 
ALFRED MANN - FOUNDER OF THE
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY CHORUS

A prominent figure in the early growth of the arts at
Rutgers in Newark, Alfred Mann passed away on
September 21 at the age of 90.

In 1947, just one year after the Newark campus
became part of Rutgers, The State University of New
Jersey, Mann was appointed to the faculty and charged
with creating a music department. He began by
teaching several courses and organizing the Rutgers
University Chorus, serving as conductor for 20 years.
In addition to teaching and conducting at R-N, Mann
taught graduate courses in musicology on the New
Brunswick campus.

The upcoming Rutgers University Chorus Holiday
Concerts, scheduled for Sunday, December 3, in The
Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit in Verona, and
Sunday, December 10, at St. Mary’s Abbey Church in
Newark, will be given in honor of Mann.

Rutgers College of Nursing, with more than 700
students on the university’s three campuses, is
celebrating its 50th anniversary with a series of
events celebrating the accomplishments of its
students, alumni and faculty.

Rutgers has educated nurses since the early 1940s when
the Newark and Camden campuses began offering courses
in public health nursing. The Rutgers College of Nursing
officially became a college in 1956 after beginning as the
School of Nursing in 1952. Throughout its history, Rutgers
nursing students have benefited from learning from a

faculty widely respected for their excellence as educators
and researchers. Today, the college includes more fellows
in the prestigious American Academy of Nursing on the
faculty than any other college of nursing in New Jersey.

The college launched its 50th anniversary celebration 
with a faculty and alumni authors reception and
exhibition at the John Cotton Dana Library on the
Rutgers-Newark campus. More than 225 books were 
listed in the catalog. The yearlong celebration will
conclude with a 50th Anniversary Gala at The Palace 
at Somerset Park on April 26.

On The Plaza

A CENTURY OF REACHING HIGHER – www.newark.rutgers.edu/history

RUTGERS COLLEGE OF NURSING CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
By Miguel Tersy
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CELEBRATING THE SPIRIT— R-N HOMECOMING 2006
By Carla Capizzi

Who says you need a football game to have a Homecoming? That certainly wasn’t the case when
Homecoming festivities at Rutgers in Newark brought together students, staff, faculty, alumni 
and their families to “Celebrate the Spirit, Share the Pride.” The four-day celebration of Rutgers-
Newark spirit began Sept. 29 with a reception honoring College of Nursing authors and the 

Mr. and Ms. Rutgers-Newark talent show, and culminated with a rousing talk
by recently elected Newark Mayor Cory Booker at an alumni brunch on
Oct.1. Booker called the Rutgers-Newark community a “shining example”
of how people working together can bridge the lines separating races,
religions and ethnic groups.

As it did last year, when Rutgers in Newark threw its first real
Homecoming, this year’s party offered numerous memory-making
opportunities: Fall Fest Fair, School Spirit Day and the rededication 
of Alumni Field, a Homecoming Showcase, an alumni/student
basketball game and other athletic competitions, along with an 
alumni mixer, a concert, screenings of The Once and Future Newark
video documentary, and walking and bus tours of the campus and city.

Homecoming reflects Provost Steven Diner’s
commitment to improve student life and 
enhance community spirit. It evolved
from Family Weekend programs for
resident students and their families.

During his keynote address at the Homecoming brunch, Newark Mayor Cory Booker asserted that people working 
together, as they do in Rutgers in Newark, can erase the lines separating racial, religious and ethnic groups.

Connections and Connections: News Digest are 
published by the Office of Communications.
Your comments are welcome.

Helen Paxton, Senior Editor
paxton@andromeda.rutgers.edu

Kathleen Brunet Eagan, Managing Editor
oc@andromeda.rutgers.edu

Carla Capizzi, Editor
capizzi@andromeda.rutgers.edu

Alisa Alt, Christene Q. Bland, Ann Calandro,
Miguel Tersy, Contributors

249 University Ave.
Newark, NJ  07102
phone 973/353-5262 
fax 973/353-1050

For current and back issues and article search, visit
www.newark.rutgers.edu/oc/pubs/connections
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captured in the documentary The Once and Future
Newark, others, too, can gain a deeper appreciation of
Newark’s impressive past and promising future.

Top on that list are the young people who call Newark
home. The producers of the documentary (Rutgers in
Newark in association with Blackbird Media Group)
hope to make the film available to students in Newark so
they can be inspired by their city.

“We really do need to introduce our kids to their city,”
said Price. “Kids in Newark don’t realize how special the
history of their city is and how much hope its future
holds.”

The documentary follows Price as he tours Newark with
colleagues, visiting 18 historical and cultural sites, and

shares his knowledge of the city and its often-overlooked
aspects. In Newark Penn Station, he stops to point out
the Art Deco architecture and images depicting
transportation modes from Colonial times to the jet age.
Other sites visited include Branch Brook Park,
Weequahic High School, the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center and Essex County Courthouse.

The film is “part travelogue, part documentary and part
history lesson,” explained Helen Paxton, the film’s
producer and director of communications at R-N. “The
goal is to engage viewers’ interest for personal
exploration and discovery.”

For more information, including how to obtain
copies of the DVD, visit www.newark.rutgers.edu/
newark.

W

The Once and Future Newark … from page 1

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

ALVIN FELZENBERG, FROM
THE 9/11 COMMISSION TO
GOV. KEAN BIOGRAPHER
By Christene Q. Bland

For 25 years, Alvin Felzenberg, NCAS ’71 and
GSNB ’73, has been an active force in public
service both in New Jersey and Washington, D.C.
His work as spokesman for the 9-11 Commission
and the 9-11 Public Discourse Project also led him
to write Governor Tom Kean: From the New
Jersey Statehouse to the 9-11 Commission
(Rutgers University Press). 

Felzenberg recalls how he was influenced by Norman
Samuels, former provost of Rutgers-Newark and
professor of political science, during the 1960s. “It was
difficult teaching American government when war
protesters and student activists were taking over
university buildings and calling student strikes, when
President Johnson was all but forced to abdicate, and
when Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and presidential
hopeful Robert Kennedy were gunned down,” says
Felzenberg. “Yet Samuels knew how to relate his lectures
to what was going on around us and in the world.”

On the state level, Felzenberg served as New Jersey’s
assistant secretary of state for Kean, concentrating 
on cultural policy and the revitalization of Newark.
He also has been an influential advocate for the arts 
in New Jersey.

During his career in federal public service, he worked
with two presidential administrations as a consultant to
the Secretary of the Navy and as director of outreach in
the Office of the Secretary of Defense. While a fellow at
the Heritage Foundation, he directed the “Mandate
2000” project on the presidential transition process. In
the 1990s, he served on the senior majority staff on the
House of Representatives Government Reform and
Oversight Committee, and as staff director of the
Empowerment Subcommittee of the Small Business
Committee. Today he is a visiting professor of politics at
Princeton University.

P
ho

to
: 

Sh
el

le
y 

K
us

ne
tz

P
ho

to
: 

M
ar

th
a 

St
ew

ar
t, 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

 R
ut

ge
rs

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

The 10 who were able to sit (well, lie down) 
for their first Rutgers Class of 2028 picture 
are (clockwise from upper left): Madeleine
(daughter of Teresa Tantay-Wilson, Health
Services, DC ’01), Abigail (daughter of Sharon
Lydon, RBS), Alexandra (daughter of Jason
Hand, Admissions), Molly (daughter of
Elizabeth Rowe, Summer/Winter Sessions),
Nina Ivette (daughter of Danny Villanueva,
Registrar, UC-N ’04), Alexander (son of
Annabelle Luu, Honors College), Dionna
(daughter of Monnique DeSilva, CMBN,
NCAS ’97), Tyrone (son of LuWanda Thomas,
Criminal Justice, NCAS ’94), and Rebekka
(daughter of Cindy Fernandez, Health
Services).

Not pictured are the youngest members of
the families of Naseem Choudhurry, CMBN;
Allison Creary, College of Nursing; John
George, Physical Plant; Melissa Faulkner,
FAS-N; Jaray Harvey, Housing and Residence
Life; Doug Levine, Mailroom; Marangeli
Melendez, Physical Plant; Hyona Revere,
RBS; Annette Romeo, Admissions; and 
Thomas Lu, Criminal Justice.

OOH, BABY BABY…
Have you heard about R-N's baby boom? With 16 babies
born this year to staff and faculty, the youngest members
of R-N’s extended family were invited to campus for a
class photo. 




