
 
 

Fall 2007 Qualifying Examination 

 

Part 1- Law and Criminal Justice 

New Jersey has an extremely high rate of imprisonment for non-violent drug related 
offenses. The state's Attorney General has voiced concern about the sentencing 
policies for these offenses. You are responsible for advising her on current policies and 
alternative interventions and sanctions.  

a. Discuss the rationale behind current policies; 
 
b. Describe their intended and unintended consequences; 
 
c. Describe some specific alternative approaches and their strengths and weaknesses. 
 
d. Make recommendations to the committee based on your position. 
 
e. Cite evidence to support your argument.  
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Part 2 - Crime and Criminology  

Respond to one of the two questions in this section. 

Question 1.  'vVeisburd and Piquero 1 reviewed 169 "tests of theory" published in 
Criminology between 1968-2005. They found:  

a. The average R2 reported between the explanatory and dependent variables was 
0.39.  

 
b. In a large number of articles, the R2 values were extremely small. Many of the 

models leave 80-90 percent of the variance unaccounted for.  
 
c. There has been no improvement in explained variance over the past 20 years  
 
d. When the dependent variable was a specific form of crime (e.g. "burglary", not 

"delinquency"), more variance was explained.  

What implications does the Weisburd-Piquero analysis have for crime theory and 
criminology in the future?  

 

Question 2. Many criminological theories focus mainly on the disposition to commit 
crimes rather than on actual criminal behavior. Using evidence where you can, apply this 
point to two  of the following items, and discuss why selected theories do or do not 
explain these phenomena in a satisfactory way:  

a. The crime increase in America and other western nations during the 1960s and 
1970s.  

b. The crime decline in America during the 1990s.  
c. The long-term decline in burglary and intimate partner violence in the United 

States.  

 

____________________ 
 

1 Weisburd, David and Alex Piquero. Taking Stock of How Well Criminologists Explain 
Crime: A Review of Published Studies. Crime and Justice, in Press.  
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Part 3 – Research Methods and Statistics 
 
 
Choose one of the following two items: 
 

Question 1. Attached is Table 4 from a study of the effects of mandatory domestic 
violence arrest laws on intimate-partner homicide.1 Nationwide data from FBI 
Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR) in the years 1976-2003 were used. "Intimate-
partner homicide" includes cases where victim and offender were: current legal spouses, 
current common-law spouses, or former spouses. This yielded over 36,400 intimate-
partner homicides.  

States were coded as "mandatory arrest" (n=15) if state law required police to make an 
arrest when intimate-partner violence is reported, or "recommended arrest" (n=8) if police 
were instructed but not required to make an arrest. Ordinary least-squares regression 
analysis was conducted on 994 observations that represent data aggregated to the state 
level for each year.  

Interpret and describe findings presented in the attached table. The statistical analysis 
includes various control variables that are, for convenience, omitted from your exam 
table. Your answer should include, but need not be limited to:  

A. Hypotheses tested  
B. Using information presented, write an equation for column 1;  
C. Statistical interpretation of each model;  
D. Substantive interpretation of each model;  
E. Likely mechanisms underlying these findings; 
F. Further research to test or verify findings. 

_______________ 

1 Iyengar, Radha 2007. Does the Certainty of Arrest Reduce Domestic Violence? Evidence from 
Mandatory and Recommended Arrest Laws. Working paper, #13186. Cambridge, MA: National Bureau 
of Economic Research. Http://www.nber.org/papers/w13186. 








